Proper Prayers of the Mass
in the Extraordinary Form
June 15
Commemoration of
Ss. Vitus, Modestus
and Crescentia,
Martyrs

Ss. Vitus, Modestus and Crescentia

S

t. Vitus was a child nobly born, who had the happiness
to be instructed in the Faith, and inspired with the most
perfect sentiments of his religion, by his Christian nurse,
named Crescentia, and her faithful husband, Modestus.
His father, Hylas, was extremely incensed when he discovered the child’s invicible aversion to idolatry; and
ﬁnding him not to be overcome by stripes and such like
chastisements, he delivered him up to Valerian, the governor, who in vain tried all his arts to work him into
compliance with his father’s will and the emperor’s edicts.
He escaped out of their hands, and, together with
Crescentia and Modestus, ﬂed into Italy. There they met
with the crown of martyrdom in Lucania, in the
persecution of Diocletian, c. 303. The heroic spirit of
martyrdom which we admire in St. Vitus was owing to the
early impressions of piety which he received from the
lessons and example of a virtuous nurse. Of such inﬁnite
importance is the choice of virtuous preceptors, nurses,
and servants about children.

Basilica of St. Mary,
Old Town Alexandria
Second Collect

Reﬂection. — What happiness for an infant to be formed
naturally to all virtue, and for the spirit of simplicity,
meekness, goodness, and piety to be moulded in its tender
frame! Such a foundation being well laid, further graces are
abundantly communicated, and a soul improves daily these
seeds, and rises to the height of Christian virtue often
without experiencing severe conﬂicts of the passions.

Da Ecclésiæ tuæ, quǽsumus, Dómine, sanctis Martýribus tuis Vito, Modésto atque Crescéntia intercedéntibus, subérbe non sápere, sed
tibi plácita humilitáte profícere: ut, prava despíciens,
quæcúmque recta sunt, líbera exérceat caritáte. Per
Dóminum nostrum Jesum
Christum Fílium tuum …

Grant to Thy Church, O Lord, we
beseech Thee, through the intercession of
Thy holy Martyrs Vitus, Modestus and
Crescentia, not to be highminded, but to
advance in that humility which is pleasing
in Thy sight, that despising such things as
be evil, she may practice with overﬂowing
charity whatsoever things are right.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ …

Sicut glóriam divínæ poténtiæ múnera pro Sanctis
obláta testántur: sic nobis
efféctum, Dómine, tuæ salvatiónis impéndant. Per
Dóminum nostrum …

Second Secret
As the gifts we lay before Thee, O Lord,
in honor of Thy Saints, bear witness to the
glory of Thy divine power: so may they
win for us the fruit of Thy salvation.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ …

Second Postcommunion
Repléti, Dómine, benedictiWe who are ﬁlled with Thy solemn
óne solémni: quǽsumus; ut
blessing, beseech Thee, O Lord, that
per intercessiónem sanctthrough the intercession of Thy holy
órum Mártyrum tuórum
Viti, Modésti et Crescéntiæ,
Martyrs Vitus, Modestus and Crescentia,
medicína sacraménti et corthe healing virtue of the Sacrament may
póribus nostris prosit, et
beneﬁt both body and soul. Through our
méntibus. Per Dóminum
nostrum Jesum Christum …
Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son …

Commentary from Butler’s Lives of the Saints (1894).
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